Frederick Douglass: The Original Selfie King

Frederick Douglass was the most often photographed man of the 19th century, sitting for more than 160 portraits and photos. He had a strong interest in the emerging field of photography and viewed it as the most democratizing of the arts. 

He also saw it as a tool for creating an image of black manhood in America that was neither comical nor derogatory, as many depictions of African-Americans were at the time. Douglass almost never smiled, an expression he viewed as too “amiable.” He was careful to be photographed in settings that emphasized dignity, accomplishment and power, all things denied to those who were enslaved as he had been. 

Use the images in this folder to create your own image of agitation for a cause or topic you care deeply about. Download images and print them to create a print collage, or create one on your computer, and upload to social media with the hashtag #AgitatorFD. 

You can use the photos to frame your own image of yourself, place yourself in one of the settings Douglass used, or take the masthead of his newspapers and write your own editorial for your cause.

Peruse the document of some of Douglass’s most famous quotes for inspiration. Share a photo of yourself or someone you admire with one of these quotes as the caption. Tag us in the photo, use #AgitatorFD, and we will re-share it.

Follow us on social media to see how other people are agitating and honoring the life and work of Frederick Douglass!

@AmericanWritersMuseum on Facebook
@AWMuseum on Twitter
@AmericanWritersMuseum on Instagram


AGITATE! AGITATE! AGITATE!
